Sent By: Arnold and Associates 



71 39721 1 80; 



Apr-15-03 1 1 :52AM; 

* 



Page 3 



IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

2876 



In re Application ot: 
David Stanard 

Serial No.: 09/556,333 

Date Filed: October 1 6, 2002 

Title: System for Providing 

Evidence of Payment 



§ Group Art Unit: 



J. A. Franklin 



§ Examiner: 

§ 
§ 

§ Atty Docket No.: E30849CPA1 



Mail Stop Non-Fee Amendment 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



CERTIFICATE Oh MAILING BY FACSIMILE 

I herebv certify that this correspondence is being transmitted via facsimile? 
to- (703) 308-7722, Mail Stop Non-l-ee Amendment, Cuiiunusiunu tor 
Patents, P.O. Box 1450, AJcx^dnj. VA 22313-1450, nn the duie ot 
signature below 




RESPONSE TO NON-FINAL OFFICE ACTION OF JANUARY 16, 2003 



Dear Sir: 

Please amend the above-referenced application as set forth below: 



FAX RECEIVE! 

APR \ n : 
TECHNOLOGY CENTER 2800 



•'O-'O- 



jbS.Oi, CM 
23^00 tr 



lLLS\30849cpa]\Responsc to 1-16-03 Office Action duu 



1 



711Q7911R0- Apr-15-03 11:52AM; Page 4 

Sent By: Arnold and Associates , 7139/^1 iou, mlji 



10 



AMENDMENTS 

Please amend the claims as follows; 

1. (Currently amended) A system for providing evidence of payment by a customer, the 
system comprising: 

(a) a system for managing at least one database, said database containing information 
relating to an available event for which an authentic ticket is used for entry, wherein 
said system assigns a unique indicia which establishes the validity of the ticket; 

(b) a system for creating a ticket containing said unique indicia for authentication the 
ticket associated [With] with the event; and 

(c) means for transmitting a ticket to a customer-selectable remote device independent of 
ticket printing authorization from the system for creating a ticket , the ticket including 
venue information and the authenticating indicia for providing an authentic ticket 
permitting entry of the purchaser to the event. 



5 2. (Currently amended) A system providing tickets for a venue comprising: 

(a) a customer database arranged to contain information relating to customers of a 
system; 

(b) a venue database containing information relating to venues serviced by the system, 
wherein said information includes the number of seats available at the venue; 

10 (c) a ticketing database capable of accessing the customer database and venue database lo 

uniquely associate an individual customer with a seat at an individual venue and 
capable of generating ticket information; 
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(d) a communications system for transmitting ticket information to a customer-selected 
printer independent of tic k et printing authorization from the ticketing database or the 
venue database. 



3. (Previously amended) The system of claim 2. wherein said ticketing system generates a 
digital signature on each ticket. 

4. (Previously amended) The system of claim 3 7 wherein said ticketing system is further 
capable of generating an authentic ticket containing said digital signature. 



10 



5. 



20 



(Currently amended) A system for providing tickets comprising: 

(a) a customer database arranged to include information relating to customers of the 
system; 

(b) a venue database containing information relating to availability of tickets for gaining 
entry to an event; 

(c) a ticketing system wherein said ticketing system is capable of accessing the customer 
database and venue database to uniquely associate an individual customer with an 
event at an individual venue and capable of generating ticket information; 

(d) means for conveying ticket information to the customer, whereby the customer may 
print the ticket on a customer-selectable printer independent of ticket printing 
authorization from the ticket dat abase or the venue database. 
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6. (Previously amended) The system of claim 5, wherein the particular customer is 
associated with a particular event by authenticating indicia 

7. (Cancelled) The system of claim 6, wherein said ticketing system creates a two 
5 dimensional bar code from said digital signature. 

8. (Previously added) The system of claim 1, wherein the unique indic.a is embedded in a 

barcode. 

10 9. (Previously added) The system of claim 1 , wherein the ticket identifies a specific seat at 

the event. 

,0. (Previously added) The system of claim 1. further including means for accepting and 
verifying payment by the purchaser prior to assigning the unique indicia. 

15 

1 1 . (Previously added) The system of claim 2, further including assigning a specific seat for 
the venue and customer. 

12. (Previously added) The system of claim 3, wherein the digital signature is contained 
20 within a two dimensional barcode. 

13. (Previously added) The system of claim 5, wherein the particular customer is fiirther 
associated with a specific seat at the event. 
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14. (Previously added) The system of claim 6, wherein the authenticating indicia is a digital 
signature adapted for printing at a customer location, whereby an authentic ticket can be printed 
by ihe customer. 

5 

15. (Previously added) The system of claim 6. wherein the system is adapted for further 
associating the customer and the venue with a specific seat at the venue. 

16. (Previously added) The system of claim 14, wherein the authenticating indicia is 
1 o embedded in a dimensional barcode. 
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17. (Previously added) A system for providing tickets for sale on a network and permitting 
purchase of same by and delivery of same to a customer at a customer controlled device, the 

system comprising: 

a. a server accessible by the public, over the network; 

b. a database associated with the server containing venue data and ticket data associated 
with the venue; 

c. means for receiving and processing a customer inquiry at the server, whereby the 
customer selects the venue and a specific ticket associated with the venue, purchases 
the ticket and provides, via the network, delivery information to a device controlled 
by the customer; 

d. means for generating and transmitting an electronic, authentic ticket directly to the 
device controlled by the customer. 
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18. (Previously added) The system of claim 17, wherein the ticket is delivered u> the 
customer as an electronic ticket. 

S 19. (Previously added) The system of claim 1 7, wherein the ticket is adapted to he printed by 
the customer when delivered to the device controlled by the customer. 

20. (Previously added) The system of claim 17, the ticket including authenticating indicia 
embedded in the ticket data. 

[0 

21. (Previously added) The system of claim 19, the printed ticket including authenticating 
indicia printed on the face of the ticket. 

22. (Previously added) The system of claim 21, the authenticating indicia further including a 
1 5 bar code. 

23. (Previously added) The system of claim 22, the two dimensional bar code further 
including a digital signature. 

20 24. (Currently amended) A transferable ticket, printable by a purchasing customer at a 

customer-selectable printer for entry to an event, the ticket comprising: 
' ' " ' non-ticket-specific printer paper and 

ticket information applied to the non -ticket-specific printer paper 
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wherein the ticket information includes information in computer-readable form binding a 
particular seat to a particular customer [assigned to the particular scal|. and wherein the ticket is 
useable by a ticket bearer without regard to the particular cu stomer to which the particular seal is 
bound . 

5 

25. (Previously added) A transferable ticket as in claim 24 wherein the computer-readable 
form comprises a two-dimensional bar code. 

26. (Previously added) A transferable ticket as in claim 24 wherein at least some information 
10 binding a particular seat to a particular customer is encrypted. 

27. (Previously added) A transferable ticket as in claim 24 wherein the purchasing customer 
is different from the particular customer assigned to the particular seat. 

15 28. (Previously added) A transferable ticket as in claim 24 wherein the purchasing customer 
is the particular customer assigned to the particular seat. 

29. (Currently amended) A system for generating a ticket printable by a purchasing-customer 
at a customer-selectable printer for entry to an event, the system comprising: 
20 a venue database 

a customer database, and 
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a ticketing database interacting with the venue database and the customer 
database to generate ticket information in computer-readable form binding a 
particular seat to a particular customer assigned to the particular seat. 
,„H^in the ticke t is useable by a tick ethgjyj^ the particula r 

r.ustomer to whir.h the part" '"''" '* bo"" d < and 

wherein the ticket information is printable at a purchasing-customer-selectablc 
prin t er ^ndent of ticket pnnting^uthoriz^^ the ticketing dat abase. 



30. (Previously added) A system as in 



claim 29 wherein the ticket is transferable. 



31. (Previously added) A system as in 
comprises a two-dimensional bar code. 



claim 29 wherein the computer-readable form 



32. (Previously added) A system as in 
, 5 particular seat to a particular customer is encrypted. 



claim 29 wherein at least some information binding a 



33. (Previously added) A system as 
particular customer assigned to the particular seat. 



i in claim 29 wherein the purchasing customer is the 



20 34. (Previously added) A system as in 

from the part.cular customer assigned to the particular seat. 



claim 29 wherein the purchasing customer is different 
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35. (Previously added) A system as in claim 34 wherein the computer-readable form 
comprises a two-dimensional bar code. 

36. (Previously added) A system as in claim 35 wherein at least some information binding a 
5 particular seat to a particular customer is encrypted. 
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TRANSMITTAL LETTER 
Enclosed for filing relating to the above-identified application are the following 
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